
 
SPRING ART RETREAT: WILD BOTANICALS  

with Andie Thrams 
April 4 — 7, 2019 

Description 
Our retreat will be a lively sampling of unique and fun art approaches and techniques focusing on 
wild plants. Spring flora will be our inspiration for a series of design, drawing and painting studies 
using watercolor, gouache, ink and colored pencil. We’ll consider botanical imagery in past and 
contemporary art and take gentle forays into the outdoors to collect ideas and subjects and try out 
new techniques. Our projects will include user-friendly approaches for mixing accurate colors, 
creating repeating surface designs, using thumbnails to generate effective compositions, seeing and 
capturing gesture, form, detail, light and shadow, and painting in layers to conjure up a sense of 
complexity of plants. Students will also create a decorated folio, inspired by a favorite plant, and 
head back home with a beautiful folio full of ideas for future reference and inspiration. Color 
mixing understanding is helpful, but not required.  

Location 
Our group will stay at Camp Lotus in Lotus, California, just down the hill from Andie and 
Denny’s home, on the South Fork of the American River. It is a beautiful, rustic, and charming 
place, nestled beneath towering oak, cottonwood and pine, right on the river,. We’ll have the 
spacious Camp Lotus Barn to ourselves for studio space, yoga, and sharing meals. Camp Lotus is 
about an hour’s drive from Sacramento and Lake Tahoe, and 2 1/2 hours from the Bay Area. The 
closest airport is Sacramento International Airport, about 1 1/4 hours away.  
More about Camp Lotus: https://www.camplotus.com 

https://www.camplotus.com


Tuition Options  
$390 Locals/no lodging, dinners included 
$490 Camp at Camp Lotus, dinners included  
$590   Cozy cabin lodgings at Camp Lotus (double or triple occupancy), dinners included 
$690 Cozy cabin lodgings at Camp Lotus (room to yourself ), dinners included 

What’s Included  
• Art instruction throughout our time together, including Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

evenings, Friday & Saturday field trips, and optional Sunday afternoon studio tour at Andie 
& Denny’s place. Our schedule and group size will allow time to connect with Andie 
individually. Feel free to bring any work you’d like to share and discuss with Andie and/or 
the group. 

• Lodging options, as listed below. Each cabin has its own balance of charm and rustic 
comfort — you are sure to feel comfy and cozy. Some have kitchen facilities and private 
baths. A limited number of private rooms are also available. To see each cabin, visit the 
Camp Lotus website above, and call Andie to learn more about cabin options. Rooms will 
be assigned in the order of signup. Be sure and indicate any cabin and/or roommate 
preference when you register. 

• Camping is an option, too, on the river, under the stars, with outdoor bathroom, shower, 
fire pit, and picnic table provided! 

• Three delicious healthy dinners, hors d’oeuvres, a bit of wine, beer, and chocolate will be 
provided, and served nightly in the Barn. There’s a big fridge in the Barn where you may 
store your own breakfast and lunch fixings. Feel welcome to bring additional food and/or 
drinks. Please list any food restrictions you may have well ahead of time on your 
registration form.  

• Informational handouts and some extra art supplies will be included. A small library of art 
books and field guides will be on site. And, we’ll have a few art videos to watch, too. Do 
bring favorite art books and/or art films to share! 

• Guided field trips on gentle terrain to nearby wildflower spots will be the heart of our time 
together. While out there, Andie will share on-site demos & discuss field-friendly sketching 
and watercolor approaches throughout each day.   

• Access to the lovely Camp Lotus Barn, our spacious well-lit studio, for gathering & 
teaching, sharing/prepping food, and yoga space. You’ll have the beautiful grounds on the 
river at Camp Lotus, to wander within as you please. 



Our Schedule 

❧ 
Subject to everyone’s whims and wishes, of course. Once you are oriented, everything else is 
optional. This is your retreat, and a time to do exactly as you please!   

Thursday 4:00 pm   Check-in at Camp Lotus  
5:00 pm  Camp Lotus Barn: hors d’oeuvres, happy hour, &   

    orientation  
6:00 pm  Barn: dinner 
8:00 pm Barn: discussion of schedule, art materials, & supplies  

Friday  7:00am   Barn: coffee, tea, & (optional) yoga 
  8:00 am  Barn: breakfast & lunch prep   
  10:00 am  Barn: gather & drive to our field location for the day 

3:00 pm  Return to Camp Lotus 
5:00 pm  Barn: hors d’oeuvres & happy hour  

  6:00 pm  Barn: dinner 
  7:00 pm  Sunset painting by the river 
  8:00 pm  Barn: dessert & art/film/book/sharing 

Saturday 7:00am   Barn: coffee, tea, & (optional) yoga 
  8:00 am  Barn: breakfast & lunch prep   
  10:00 am  Barn: gather & drive to our field location for the day 

3:00 pm  Return to Camp Lotus 
5:00 pm  Barn: hors d’oeuvres & happy hour  

  6:00 pm  Barn: dinner 
  7:00 pm  Sunset painting by the river 
  8:00 pm  Barn: dessert& art/film/book/sharing 

Sunday 7:00 am  Barn: coffee, tea, & (optional) yoga  
8:00 am  Barn: breakfast  
10:00 am  Barn: sharing & goodbyes 
11:00 am  Check-out 
1:00 pm  Open studio at Andie’s for those who have time… 



Registration Form & Details 
Spring Art Retreat with Andie Thrams 

PO Box 304, Coloma CA 95613 
(530) 626-6181 

andie@andiethrams.com 

❧ 
Thank you for your interest in this retreat! Once you’ve registered, you will receive a detailed list of 
the materials and supplies you will need to be comfy and have fun. To register, please fill out and 
return a copy of this form to Andie at the above address with your deposit of $200 to hold your 
place. The balance is due by March 1, 2019. Cancellations made before March 1, 2019 will receive 
a full refund, less a processing fee of $75. No refunds after March 1, 2019, unless your space can 
be filled. Thanks for understanding these requirements. Trip insurance is always a good idea to 
cover any sudden changes to your plans!  

Your name   ___________________________________________________ 
   
Address   ___________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________ 

Phone    ___________________________________________________ 

Email    ___________________________________________________ 

Emergency contact name ___________________________________________________ 

Emergency contact phone ___________________________________________________ 

Food restrictions  ___________________________________________________ 

Travel plans/arrival time ___________________________________________________   

Anything else you’d like to share? ____________________________________________ 



_________________________________________________________________________ 

Any special teaching requests? _____________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Will you be staying locally?  _______________  Tuition for locals:   $390 

Or Camping?   ________________  Tuition for campers:   $490 

Or in a Cabin?  _________________ Tuition for shared cabins: $590 

In a private Cabin?  _________________ Tuition for private cabins: $690 

Your Cabin Request  ________________________________________________ 

Roommate Request  ________________________________________________ 

My $200 deposit is enclosed __________________________________________ 

My balance due March 1 is:   ____________________________________________ 

I’ll send my balance, due by March 1, and I understand the cancellation policy above. 

Please sign here  _________________________________________________  

Thank you thank you! 

❧


